


2009 International Conference 
on Humanitarian and Development Assistance to DPRK

- Current Humanitarian Situation and International Cooperation

CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
24th November (Tuesday) - Press Conference Room, Press Center

13:00~13:30 Registration (Audiences)
13:30~14:00 Opening Ceremony

Opening Address
- Myung Jin IN (Co-Standing President, Korean Sharing Movement)

Welcoming Address
- Jae Jean SUH (President, Korea Institute for National Unification)

Congratulatory Address
- Moon Soo KIM (Governor, Gyeonggi Province)
- Brian McDONALD (Ambassador, EU Delegation of the EC to R.O.Korea)

17:30~19:30 Welcoming Reception 

Welcoming Address : Werner KAMPPETER (Representative, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung)
Congratulatory Address : Kyeong Seo PARK (Distinguished Professor, Ewha Women�ss University,

Former Ambassador at large for Human Rights)

14:00~17:00 Opening Session
Humanitarian Situation of DPRK and Current Activiti es by Organizations 

Session Chair : Werner KAMPPETER (Representative, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung)

Presentations

1. DPRK Food Situation
- Tae-Jin KWON (Senior Research Fellow, Korea Rural Economic Institute)

2. DPRK Health and Medical Situation
- Nagi SHAFIK (Former Project Manager, World Health Organization in DPRK)

Case Presentations

Case 1. European Union 
- Uwe WISSENBACH (Deputy Head of Mission, EU Delegation of the EC to R.O.Korea)

Case 2. US NGO : American Friends Service Committee
- Wuna REILLY (DPRK Country Rep, AFSC)

Case 3. US University : University of Missouri 
- C.Jerry NELSON (Professor Emeritus, University of Missouri)

Case 4. Korean Local Government: Geyonggi Province
- Seung Shin LEE (Officer in Charge of South and North Relations, Gyeonggi-Do)

Case 5. Korean NGO : Okedongmu Children in Korea
- Yoon Ok HWANG (Secretary General, OKEDONGMU Children in Korea)

Panel Discussion

Rev. Chang Bin PARK (Chief Operation Officer, World Vision Korea)
Young Sik KANG (Secretary General, Korean Sharing Movement)
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
25th November (Wednesday) - Seminar Room, 2F, Somerset Palace Hotel

09:00~12:00 Session 
Evaluation of Humanitarian and Development Assistance to DPRK 
- Achievement, Problems and Future Tasks

Session Chair: Kyeong Seo PARK (Distinguished Professor, Ewha WomenÕs University)

Presentations

Theme 1. Evaluation of UN Activities
- Hazel SMITH (Professor, Cranfield University)

Theme 2. Evaluation of EUPS Activities 
- Uwe Wissenbach (Deputy Head of Mission, EU Delegation of the EC to R.O.Korea)

Theme 3. Evaluation of Activities of US Actors
- Karin J. LEE (Exectutive Director, National Committee on North Korea)

Theme 4. Evaluation of Activities of ROK Actors
- Jong Moo LEE (Director of Center for Peace and Sharing, KSM)

Panel   Discussion
Wuna REILLY (DPRK Country Rep, AFSC)
Chang Ho PARK (Director, Korea Reconciliation Committee, Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Seoul)
Han Bum CHO (Senior Research Fellow, Korea Institute for National Unification)

12:30~14:00 Luncheon Address : Yang Ho HONG (Vice-Minister of Unification)

12:00~12:10 Photo Session

Breakfast Lounge, 2F

14:00~16:20 Session 
Development Aid Policy and Implications for DPRK: 
Bilateral DonorÕs Perspective

Session Chair : Karin J. LEE (Executive Director, National Committee on North Korea)

Presentations

Theme 1. Current Realities and Perspectives of Italy
- Massimo Andrea LEGGERI (Ambassador, Embassy of Italy to R.O.Korea)

Theme 2. The Need for Coordination between donors and agencies in the DPRK
- Hans HEINSBROEK (Ambassador, Embassy of the Netherlands)

Theme 3. ROK Position regarding DPRK Development Aid and Future Outlook
- HyeongJungPARK (Senior Research Fellow, Korea Institute for National Unification)

Panel Discussion
Daniel Joseph Emery (Counsellor, Australian Embassy in Seoul)
Lynn LEE (Program Officer, National Endowment for Democracy)
Hyoung Soo ZANG (Professor, Hanyang University)

�Y



2009 International Conference 
on Humanitarian and Development Assistance to DPRK

- Current Humanitarian Situation and International Cooperation

CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
25th November (Wednesday) - Seminar Room, 2F, Somerset Palace Hotel

16:40~18:40 Session 
Data Gathering and Analysis of Development Aid to DPRK

Session Chair:  Wan-Kyu CHOI (Vice President, University of North Korean Studies)

Presentations

Theme 1. Usability and Reliability of Statistics on DPRK
- Suk LEE (Senior Research Fellow, Korea Development Institute)

Theme 2. The Past, Present and Future of the Relationship between South and
North Korea, basedon Statistics
- Kang Taeg  LIM (Senior Research Fellow, Korea Institute for National Unification)

Panel Discussion

Nagi SHAFIK (Former Project Manager, World Health Organization in DPRK)
Jerry NELSON (Professor, University of Missouri)
Robert KANG (Executive Director, Korean American Sharing Movement)
Yong Chan KWON (Secretary General, Korea Food for the Hungry International)

16:20~16:40 Tea   Break

18:40~20:00 Dinner

CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
26th November (Thurday) - Seminar Room, 2F, Somerset Palace Hotel

09:30~12:00 Session 
Exploring New Strategies for Humanitarian and Development Assistance to DPRK

Session Chair : Sung Hoon KIM (Chairman of Citizen�ss Movement for Environmental Justice,
Former Minister of Agriculture)

Conference Summary : Jong Moo LEE (Director of Center for Peace and Sharing, KSM)

Discussion
Edward REED (Representative, Asia Foundation Korea Office)
Karin J. LEE (Executive Director, National Committee on North Korea)
Hazel SMITH (Professor, Cranfield University)
Il Ha LEE (President, Good Neighbors International)
Yong Sun LEE (Co-President, Korean Sharing Movement)

Conclusion Discussion

12:00~14:00 Luncheon

Breakfast Lounge, 2F
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Introduction of the Children Okedongmu Project

Yoon Ok HWANG
Secretary General

Okedongmu Children in Korea

The Children Okedongmu is a civil organization that prepares healthy and 
peaceful meetings of North and South Korean children. Okedongmu in Korean 
roughly translates to boyhood chum, which is a coinage of Oke(Eogge), meaning 
shoulders and Dongmu meaning friends. Launched in 1996, the Children 
Okedongmu has conducted activities for supporting North Korean children in the 
nutrition, health, medicine, and education fields for the past 13 years, including 
activities such as the establishment of a children's hospital, a mother-child public 
health center, a soybean milk factory, and a school supplies factory. In particular, 
the child members of the Children Okedongmu organization have continued to visit 
Pyongyang to meet North Korean children and solidify the mutual understanding 
between them. By doing so, the Children Okedongmu is preparing for the peaceful 
and healthy meetings of South-North Korean children, the original object. 

I. Building an international network as an autogenous civil organization 

In general, humanitarian assistance organizations to North Korea proceed with 
diverse support activities in several fields, ranging from emergency rescue food to 
life supplies, including, but not limited to, clothing, tree-planting, farming, and 
house-building. However, the Children Okedongmu only focuses on a certain area 
of children's issues, such as North Korean children's nutrition, medicine, and 
education, etc., and runs those businesses. 

In addition, the Children Okedongmu always maintains a close cooperative 
relationship with experts or expert institutions in those fields. In the case of 
humanitarian aid for North Korean children, the Children Okedongmu has set up a 
collaboration system with Seoul National University's hospital and nutritionist 
groups, running the operations effectively. The Children Okedongmu has also allied 
with overseas civil organizations in Japan and China, etc., in a children peace 
movement. As a result of these activities, the Children Okedongmu obtained UN 
ECOSOC's Special Consultative Status in 2008.
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çð. Humanitarian aid for North Korean children's health improvement and 
disease treatment 

1) Building of the Pyongyang Okedongmu Children's Hospital 

Starting with providing emergency relief foods and medical supplies to North 
Korea at the time of establishment, the Children Okedongmu built a Pyongyang 
Okedongmu Children's Hospital in 2004. As a children-specific hospital, Pyongyang 
Okedongmu Children's Hospital was built to treat diarrhea, pneumonia, and nutrition 
lesions, which have assumed the lion's share of North Korean children's mortality 
rates since North Korea's great famine in the 1980s. Built under the advice of 
Seoul National University's Children's Hospital, the hospital is a 3-storey building 
with 50 sickbeds, equipped with an outpatient office, a dental office, and a 
playroom.1) Coupled with the hospital, the Children Okedongmu also built a 
soybean milk (baby's milk) factory to help patients suffering from malnutrition as 
one step in the recovery of their health.

According to the monitoring material regularly dispatched by the Children 
Nutrition Management Institute under the wing of the Chosun Medical and 
Scientific Institute in charge of operating the Pyongyang Okedongmu Children's 
Hospital, even in recent days, the hospital has given medical treatment to 60 
children on average per day and the number of inpatients is averaging 60-70 
persons. This means that the hospital, as a third-stage medical establishment in the 
North Korean medical system, treats double the numbers of patients of other 
medical establishments. 

The Children Nutrition Management Institute reports that the number of children 
who have visited the Pyongyang Okedongmu Children's Hospital due to diarrhea 
and pneumonia is approximately 95,400, about 10% of whom are said to have 
been in a serious, often critical condition. This means that as a result of the 
foundation of the hospital, at least 9,000 children's lives have been saved.

In 2005, the number of the children who were given treatment for acute 
malnutrition in the Pyongyang Okedongmu Children's Hospital was 14,400, meaning 
that approximately 38% of acute nutrition lesion (disorder) child sufferers in 
Pyongyang were treated in the hospital.

2) The opening of the Janggyori People's Hospital

The Janggyori People's Hospital, which the Children Okedongmu built in 2006, is 

1)1) Pyongyang Okedongmu Children's Hospital had 30 sickbeds at the time of its completion, but due to a sharp 

increase of inpatients, the Children Okedongmu provided 20 more sickbeds in 2008, now a 50-sickbed hospital.
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a mother-child public health center for pregnant women, infants, and children in the 
outskirts of Pyongyang. It is actually situation among farming villages. The public 
health services in regions other than Pyongyang have almost ceased due to a 
shortage of medical supplies. Taking the opportunity to establish the Janggyori 
People's Hospital, children in Janggyori and its neighboring regions can now receive 
treatment. The hospital also has a small-sized soybean milk production facility, and 
offers malnutrition treatment for children in addition to disease treatment. 

3) Foundation of an Inpatient Ward in the Nampo Pediatric Hospital 

On commission of the South Korea's Unification Ministry, the Children 
Okedongmu is building an Inpatient Ward in the Nampo Pediatric Hospital as of 
November, and is conducting nutrition activities for children in the regions adjacent 
to Nampo City. Once the ward has been completed, children who reside in Nampo 
City as well as in the gun or county regions in South Pyongyang Province will be 
able to receive treatment. 

Upon the completion of an Inpatient Ward in the Nampo Pediatric Hospital, the 
Children Okedongmu is expected to provide better systematic medical support to 
North Korea because North Korea's public health system, which is divided into four 
stages, would be equipped with a medical establishment corresponding to their 
respective stages.

4) Remodeling of a Soybean Milk Factory Building annexed to the Children's 

Food & Beverage Factory

Starting with the Pyongyang Okedongmu Soybean Milk Factory in 2000, the 
Children Okedongmu built soybean milk factories in f0ur locations in Wonsan and 
other farming regions. Subsequently, the Children Okedongmu innovated with a 
Soybean Milk Factory Building in the premises of the Pyongyang Children Food & 
Beverage Factory in 2007 and introduced new machines to produce 50 tons of 
soybean milk a day, making it possible to feed soybean milk to about 25,000 
children. 

In the past, the Children Okedongmu has conducted research and development on 
the ratios of mixing the ingredients of soybean milk suitable for North Korean 
children along with nutritionists and production experts, and developed soybean 
milk that is able to help treat malnutrition and diarrhea. In addition, by 
encouraging the use of soybean milk (baby milk) as a substitute for breast milk, 
the Children Okedongmu contributes to the children's growth development and 
infant mortality reduction.
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III. North Korean medical staff's Inheritance education and an improvements 
in healthcare levels.

1) Building of the Pyongyang Medical College Okedongmu Pediatric Building

In 2008, the Children Okedongmu built an Okedongmu Pediatric Building on the 
premises of Pyongyang Medical College under cooperation with Seoul National 
University's hospital. The building is a hospital with 5 stories above ground and 
one below, equipped with the newest medical equipment and 220 sickbeds. Upon 
the completion of the hospital, 42% of children under the age of 15 living in 
Pyongyang are able to receive treatment and 3% of children under the age of 15 
across North Korea are able to receive professional and systematic treatment. 
Particularly, the completion of the building opened the way for treating more than 
140,000 children infected with rare or advanced diseases and who are, in reality, 
difficult to treat due to a lack of modern medical equipment or professional 
treatment methods.

2) Inheritance education for North Korean medical staff, including the doctors of 

Pyongyang Medical College's hospital 

At the time of the completion of the hospital, the Children Okedongmu was 
implementing education for North Korean pediatricians. During summer in Pyongyang 
in 2008, about 30 medical staff of Seoul National University's hospital was 
conducing Inheritance, or specialized education ranging from the operation of the 
most advanced medical equipment to up-to-date medical information to 
approximately 300 North Korean staff via lectures and discussions of cases and the 
joint treatment of patients in pediatrics. Entering 2009, the Children Okedongmu 
conducted the second advanced course along with Korean doctors with Chinese 
nationality in a college hospital in China. These exchanges between South Korean 
and North Korean medical staff commenced with the signing of a memorandum of 
understanding between the Children Okedongmu and Seoul National University's 
Children's Hospital to enact systematic progress in North Korea's public healthcare 
system in the course of discussing the establishment of the Pyongyang Okedongmu 
Pediatric Hospital in 2002. A collaboration system with Seoul National University's 
Children's Hospital provides the short-term goal of securing expertise and maximizing 
efficiency, as well as the larger goal of integrating the healthcare system between 
South Korean and North Korea in preparation for the upcoming reunification era, 
possible at any stage in the future.

�^�]



IV. Support for a way of securing self-sustaining capabilities in the fields

The Children Okedongmu innovated a school supplies factory situated in 
Pyongyang in 2005 and established a Pyongyang Okedongmu School Supplies 
Factory. The factory produces each of 5 million pieces of ballpoint pens and 
mechanical (automatic or propelling) pencils year after year. The Children 
Okedongmu has provided a great deal of support for the factory to run on its own, 
without any outside assistance. Under the on-going technical assistance of a 
stationery maker in South Korea, one of the Children Okedongmu's vendors, the 
Children Okedongmu supported the factory in order for it to be able to produce 
competitive products and sell them in North Korean as well as export them to 
China. Also, by making a cooperative structure with the South Korean stationery 
makers in an economic collaboration dimension, the Children Okedongmu built a 
system enabling the factory to purchase raw materials with proceeds generated from 
economic cooperation and to continue to produce a range of products.  

Currently, the Children Okedongmu has plans to build a sap facility in the 
premises of Pyongyang Medical College Hospital. By transferring a sap-producing 
facility and technology to the hospital, the Children Okedongmu intends for the 
hospital to be equipped with a system that makes it able to produce and supply 
sap on its own, without any outside assistance.  

V. Preparation for peaceful co-existence on the Korean Peninsula

1) Peace education, art contests, and workshops, etc. for the South and North 

Korean children

Since 2001, the Children Okedongmu has toured schools across the country and 
conducted peace education for South Korean children so that they may understand 
North Korean children, and to raise their understanding of division and reunification 
issues. The number of children who have attended the peach education has reached 
25,000 among 600 classes at primary, middle, and high schools. 

In the same context, along with Japan's civil organization of A Plaza for South 
& North Korean and Japanese Children, the Children Okedongmu holds a workshop 
alternatively in Seoul and Tokyo for Korean and Japanese children and the children 
of Korean residents in Japan, and offers its cooperation to the organization so that 
it may help with exchanges among children between Japan and North Korea. 
Stepping forward, since 2002, via the Southeast Asian Children's Peace Painting 
Contest, the Children Okedongmu has held events that enable children from seven 
countries in South East Asia and Korean children in the region to get together and 
better understand each other and live together. 

�^�^



2) Meeting of North and South Korean children for the first time after the 

division of the Korean Peninsula

The Children Okedongmu had performed a project in which North and South 
Korean children gave and received painted letters introduced themselves each year 
from 1998 to 2003. Given the then situation where societies in both countries did 
not even dare imagine such an exchange, the steady exchanges via paintings had 
huge implications. At last, in 2004, 11 children from South Korea visited 
Pyongyang for the first time after the division of the Korean Peninsula and since 
then, a total of 42 children have met North Korean children, danced and sung with 
them, and practiced activities relating to the peaceful coexistence of North and 
South Korean children. 

Now, the exchange of North and South Korean children has inched closer to 
reality, no longer an ideal without substance. Albeit a small project to date, you 
will soon see scores of North and South Korean children getting together. This is 
because the Children Okedongmu believes that a peaceful and healthy meeting of 
children between South Korea and North Korean is the surest road converting 
confrontation and animosity between South and North Koreans into one of 
compromise and collaboration.
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