


2009 International Conference 
on Humanitarian and Development Assistance to DPRK

- Current Humanitarian Situation and International Cooperation

CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
24th November (Tuesday) - Press Conference Room, Press Center

13:00~13:30 Registration (Audiences)
13:30~14:00 Opening Ceremony

Opening Address
- Myung Jin IN (Co-Standing President, Korean Sharing Movement)

Welcoming Address
- Jae Jean SUH (President, Korea Institute for National Unification)

Congratulatory Address
- Moon Soo KIM (Governor, Gyeonggi Province)
- Brian McDONALD (Ambassador, EU Delegation of the EC to R.O.Korea)

17:30~19:30 Welcoming Reception 

Welcoming Address : Werner KAMPPETER (Representative, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung)
Congratulatory Address : Kyeong Seo PARK (Distinguished Professor, Ewha Women�ss University,

Former Ambassador at large for Human Rights)

14:00~17:00 Opening Session
Humanitarian Situation of DPRK and Current Activiti es by Organizations 

Session Chair : Werner KAMPPETER (Representative, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung)

Presentations

1. DPRK Food Situation
- Tae-Jin KWON (Senior Research Fellow, Korea Rural Economic Institute)

2. DPRK Health and Medical Situation
- Nagi SHAFIK (Former Project Manager, World Health Organization in DPRK)

Case Presentations

Case 1. European Union 
- Uwe WISSENBACH (Deputy Head of Mission, EU Delegation of the EC to R.O.Korea)

Case 2. US NGO : American Friends Service Committee
- Wuna REILLY (DPRK Country Rep, AFSC)

Case 3. US University : University of Missouri 
- C.Jerry NELSON (Professor Emeritus, University of Missouri)

Case 4. Korean Local Government: Geyonggi Province
- Seung Shin LEE (Officer in Charge of South and North Relations, Gyeonggi-Do)

Case 5. Korean NGO : Okedongmu Children in Korea
- Yoon Ok HWANG (Secretary General, OKEDONGMU Children in Korea)

Panel Discussion

Rev. Chang Bin PARK (Chief Operation Officer, World Vision Korea)
Young Sik KANG (Secretary General, Korean Sharing Movement)
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
25th November (Wednesday) - Seminar Room, 2F, Somerset Palace Hotel

09:00~12:00 Session 
Evaluation of Humanitarian and Development Assistance to DPRK 
- Achievement, Problems and Future Tasks

Session Chair: Kyeong Seo PARK (Distinguished Professor, Ewha WomenÕs University)

Presentations

Theme 1. Evaluation of UN Activities
- Hazel SMITH (Professor, Cranfield University)

Theme 2. Evaluation of EUPS Activities 
- Uwe Wissenbach (Deputy Head of Mission, EU Delegation of the EC to R.O.Korea)

Theme 3. Evaluation of Activities of US Actors
- Karin J. LEE (Exectutive Director, National Committee on North Korea)

Theme 4. Evaluation of Activities of ROK Actors
- Jong Moo LEE (Director of Center for Peace and Sharing, KSM)

Panel   Discussion
Wuna REILLY (DPRK Country Rep, AFSC)
Chang Ho PARK (Director, Korea Reconciliation Committee, Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Seoul)
Han Bum CHO (Senior Research Fellow, Korea Institute for National Unification)

12:30~14:00 Luncheon Address : Yang Ho HONG (Vice-Minister of Unification)

12:00~12:10 Photo Session

Breakfast Lounge, 2F

14:00~16:20 Session 
Development Aid Policy and Implications for DPRK: 
Bilateral DonorÕs Perspective

Session Chair : Karin J. LEE (Executive Director, National Committee on North Korea)

Presentations

Theme 1. Current Realities and Perspectives of Italy
- Massimo Andrea LEGGERI (Ambassador, Embassy of Italy to R.O.Korea)

Theme 2. The Need for Coordination between donors and agencies in the DPRK
- Hans HEINSBROEK (Ambassador, Embassy of the Netherlands)

Theme 3. ROK Position regarding DPRK Development Aid and Future Outlook
- HyeongJungPARK (Senior Research Fellow, Korea Institute for National Unification)

Panel Discussion
Daniel Joseph Emery (Counsellor, Australian Embassy in Seoul)
Lynn LEE (Program Officer, National Endowment for Democracy)
Hyoung Soo ZANG (Professor, Hanyang University)
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2009 International Conference 
on Humanitarian and Development Assistance to DPRK

- Current Humanitarian Situation and International Cooperation

CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
25th November (Wednesday) - Seminar Room, 2F, Somerset Palace Hotel

16:40~18:40 Session 
Data Gathering and Analysis of Development Aid to DPRK

Session Chair:  Wan-Kyu CHOI (Vice President, University of North Korean Studies)

Presentations

Theme 1. Usability and Reliability of Statistics on DPRK
- Suk LEE (Senior Research Fellow, Korea Development Institute)

Theme 2. The Past, Present and Future of the Relationship between South and
North Korea, basedon Statistics
- Kang Taeg  LIM (Senior Research Fellow, Korea Institute for National Unification)

Panel Discussion

Nagi SHAFIK (Former Project Manager, World Health Organization in DPRK)
Jerry NELSON (Professor, University of Missouri)
Robert KANG (Executive Director, Korean American Sharing Movement)
Yong Chan KWON (Secretary General, Korea Food for the Hungry International)

16:20~16:40 Tea   Break

18:40~20:00 Dinner

CONFERENCE PROGRAM 
26th November (Thurday) - Seminar Room, 2F, Somerset Palace Hotel

09:30~12:00 Session 
Exploring New Strategies for Humanitarian and Development Assistance to DPRK

Session Chair : Sung Hoon KIM (Chairman of Citizen�ss Movement for Environmental Justice,
Former Minister of Agriculture)

Conference Summary : Jong Moo LEE (Director of Center for Peace and Sharing, KSM)

Discussion
Edward REED (Representative, Asia Foundation Korea Office)
Karin J. LEE (Executive Director, National Committee on North Korea)
Hazel SMITH (Professor, Cranfield University)
Il Ha LEE (President, Good Neighbors International)
Yong Sun LEE (Co-President, Korean Sharing Movement)

Conclusion Discussion

12:00~14:00 Luncheon

Breakfast Lounge, 2F
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Development Aid Policy and Implications for DPRK 
- Bilateral Donor’s Perspective:

Current Realities and Perspectives of Italy
 

Massimo Andrea LEGGERI
Ambassador

Embassy of Italy
 

 

Distinguished Chairwoman Lee, distinguished guests,
 
I am thankful to the Korean Sharing Movement, the Korean Institute for National 

Unification, the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, and Gyeonggi Province for having given 
me the opportunity to talk about Italy!s perspectives and experiences in providing 
aid to DPRK.

 
I would like to frame my intervention on the Italian emergency humanitarian aid 

to the DPRK in the more general context of our Foreign Policy and of our 
Development Cooperation Strategy, in particular in the Health Sector. As for the 
first reference, we have been developing a traditional diplomatic approach that 
seeks, through Confidence Building Measures, to promote dialogue in order to 
contribute to reduce tensions in areas of crisis around the world, including 
NorthEastAsia.

 
As for Development Cooperation, our strategy is to associate the basic objectives 

of the International community when it comes to issues such as security, human 
rights and non-proliferation, with the patient building of a dialogue aiming to 
acquire the cooperation of governments of the aid recipients. Furthermore, in 
providing emergency assistance (which currently is the only type of aid carried out 
by EU countries in DPRK), Italy always seeks the objective of strengthening the 
structures of the beneficiary countries in their basic needs of food and health.

 
Concerning DPRK, Italy has been an &earlymover' with respect to both the 

diplomatic and the humanitarian fields. Rome has "firstamongtheG7countries" 
established diplomatic relations with Pyongyang in early 2000 with the goal of 
contributing to opening up the country to the international community.

 
The Italian Government has also supplied emergency humanitarian aid to DPRK 

since the famine of the mid 1990!s. And an Italian Cooperation Office in 
Pyongyang, run by an Italian expert, has been inaugurated in March 2001. Since 
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1998 the Italian cooperation has thus funded and coordinated projects in the food, 
health and water management sectors on a bilateral and multilateral basis. I would 
like to stress the importance of the role of multilateral organizations in the DPRK. 
And in this regard I would also like to express satisfaction with the recent return 
of UNDP to DPRK.

 
Today, the Italian cooperation has strived, in collaboration with International 

Organizations such as WHO and UNICEF, to establish a strategic region-based 
approach, focusing on the Kangwon province, to assist provincial and county 
hospitals, develop maternal healthcare, and address the issue of mother and infant 
malnutrition. 

 
For this reason, in an effort to coordinate member States! aid, Italy has been 

appointed by the EU as &leaderdonor' country in the maternal and neonatal health 
sectors in DPRK. I would like to emphasize how the effective coordination of 
actions of the group of donor countries is extremely important, provided that it 
allows to each individual strategy the necessary operational flexibility.

 
On the other side, it is equally important to receive the full cooperation from the 

receiving country. A cooperation that is essential in all the different steps of the 
aid programs: from the definition of the initiative, to the implementation of it, and 
the evaluation of the achieved results.

 
Even in the case of emergency cooperation " who!s  first aim is to address 

immediate necessities " it is in the interest of the donor and of the beneficiary 
countries to give the emergency intervention a more sustainable perspective, which 
can be only built on a real and reliable survey of the impact of the taken 
measures. 

 
In this regard, in the Kangwon Province, Italy was able to acquire reliable data  

on a continuing and important chronic malnutrition which involves 15% of pregnant 
women underweight and 18% of newborn babies in a situation of &Low Birth 
Weight'. 

 
Reproductive and child health care continue to be critical with high maternal and 

neonatal mortality and morbidity indicators; official data are releasing a national 
maternal mortality rate at 357/100.000 and neonatal mortality at 22/100.000. 
However, we have reason to believe that the situation can be even more critical. 
Treatment guidelines for maternal and neonatal care need to be up-dated and we 
have to respond to the lack of competence of neonatal service in dealing with the 
pre-term infants and small-for-date (SFD) babies and neonatal emergencies in 
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particular. Those are the major factors that negatively affect the mortality outcome. 
 
As mentioned previously, in 2008 the Italian Health Aid implemented a 

six-month neonatal mortality survey in a rural area of the Kangwon Province. 1752 
deliveries resulted in a very high number of deaths; including neonatal deaths and 
still births. When stratified by birth weight, new borns weighing less than 2500g 
contributed the most cases of neonatal death and there was a significant link 
among mothers weighing less than 45kg, &LowBirthWeight' and neonatal deaths. 
The mentioned group of mothers at risk represented 15.3 % of the total sample. 

 
This survey allowed the Italian cooperation, and its international partners, to tailor 

aid programs for Kangwon Province where the Italian Aid is implementing a 
neonatal care program, providing health equipment, and neonatal care training, 
combined with an education/nutrition project targeting particularly undernourished 
pregnant women (less than 45kg). In 2010 a new survey replicating that of 2008 
has been already scheduled to determine the impact of the intervention package in 
preventing adverse outcomes.

 
Furthermore, always in line with multi-annual efforts in the improvement of 

health conditions in DPRK, Italy is financing with UNICEF a project for the 
provision of safe drinking water through gravity fed systems. The goal is to 
provide drinking water to about 25,000 people in the Kangwon Province, especially 
to school children. The projects also include training of DPRK specialists in the 
field of the most advanced techniques of water management.

 
This is what we do, have done, and will continue to do in the areas of 

emergency aid and health. I mentioned that we are operating in a context of aid 
interventions to be defined taking into account the current international situation 
with regard to the DPRK; a situation that we hope will evolve into the resumption 
of effective dialogue leading to positive and concrete results. This perspective 
would allow emergency response to be better organized, in a more general pattern 
of collaboration that would also involve programs directed to the training of human 
resources (which can, at the time being, be carried out only to a limited scale). In 
this respect I would like to mention some of Italy!s programs in the field of 
training:

 
- in 2008 a Specialized Training Course for 10 DPRK Technicians and 

Managerial Personnel on PMI!s Management (duration is 4weeks between October 
and November) was organized by  the Consortium for International Formation of 
Rome, in collaboration with the Italian Development Cooperation.   This training 
gave a chance to introduce North Koreans to market economy management 
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techniques
 
- a Training Program on Research and Management of Water Resources intended 

for Engineers and Managers, funded by the Italian Development Cooperation, and 
organized by Hyroaid (an Italian NGO based in Turin) was offered to 2 DPRK 
participants.

 
I would like to conclude mentioning a specific initiative that has been realized 

by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs in collaboration with the Humanitarian 
Law Institute based in San Remo, Italy. A Summer Course in International 
Humanitarian Law has been offered last year to 4 DPRK participants from the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Following this course, on the basis of what they 
learnt, the DPRK authorities setup a humanitarian law unit in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in Pyongyang.

 
I believe that this could be seen as an encouraging result.
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