N. Koreans Rally Against UN

Seoul

16 June 2009
MORE than 100,000 people rallied in the North Korean capital Pyongyang on Monday to denounce United Nations action against the isolated communist state, official media said.

The Korean Central News Agency also quoted a military official as telling the crowd that the North 'will promptly exercise the right to preemptive strike to beat back the enemies' slightest provocation,' referring to the United States.

The UN Security Council on Friday voted unanimously to impose tougher sanctions for Pyongyang's recent nuclear test, its second.

North Korea had already vowed to build more bombs and to start a new weapons programme based on uranium enrichment in response to the sanctions.

At Monday's 'mammoth' rally, Kim Ki Nam, secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea, was quoted blaming Washington for pushing for the sanctions, adding they would not weaken the North.

'The UNSC's 'resolution on sanctions' is an intolerable mockery of the dignity of the Korean people and an arrogant criminal act of wantonly violating its sovereignty,' Mr Kim was quoted as saying.

North Korea is also prepared to 'deal telling blows at the vital parts of the US and wipe out all its imperialist aggressor troops no matter where they are in the world,' the report quoted Pak Jae Gyong as telling the rally.

It said Mr Pak is vice-minister of the People's Armed Forces and was speaking on behalf of the Korean People's Army.

The report, which could not be independently verified, said various military and political figures, students and 'people from all walks of life' attended the huge rally, but there was no mention of leader Kim Jong Il taking part. -- AFP
