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Music as a Means of Developing US, DPRK Relations

As the New York Philharmonic prepares to perform in North Korea on February 26, the National
Committee on North Korea (NCNK) is launching an occasional newsletter about exchanges taking place be-
tween our two countries.

Over the last several years, many groups have traveled from the United States to the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea or DPRK, (the official name of North Korea). During this period, U.S. non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) and other groups have hosted many North Korean delegations, both in
the United States and in other countries. These exchanges have allowed citizens in both countries to gain a
better understanding of one another, providing a basis for improved relations. Through exchanges of doctors,
agricultural experts and teachers, North Koreans and Americans have had the opportunity to begin to under-
stand one another’s cultures, societies and traditions.

While the New York Philharmonic may be the most eminent American musical group to visit the DPRK, it
is by no means the first. American music groups that have performed in the DPRK in the past include “The
Trail Band” (a blue grass band from Oregon) and a trio of classical musicians from Chicago. And, while the
New York Philharmonic is rightly famous among aficionados of classical music, it is not the most widely
known of the American musical groups to perform inside the DPRK. As you’ll see in our first newsletter story
below, the twice Platinum, GRAMMY Award-winning band Casting Crowns performed a combination of
popular tunes, their own music, and North Korean songs in Pyongyang in the spring of 2007.

U.S. Musical Performances in North Korea
— My Experience

By: Robert E. Springs, Jr.

As a frequent traveler to North Korea on behalf of a humanitarian non-governmental organization, I
applaud the upcoming performance by the New York Philharmonic scheduled to take place in North Korea’s
capitol, Pyongyang, later this month. I have been an eye-witness observer of the dramatic changes that have
taken place inside North Korea over the last ten years — I recently returned from my 47® trip -- and I heartily
encourage this type of goodwill exchange.

It can be difficult to understand the current context inside North Korea without access to obtain first
hand information, and so I thought I would share some highlights.

There are many examples of North Korea allowing various levels of their society to be “exposed” to
music composed outside of the country. Several non-governmental organizations have taken musical
groups over the last five years. In each case these groups have selected their own music and have been encour-
aged by North Korean representatives to perform their own music and “world recognized pieces.” North Ko-
rean artistic schools I have visited train musicians in both national and classical music.

Another point of reference is the inter-Korean symphony concert in August of 2000 at KBS,
jointly broadcast in North and South Korea. Subsequently a second inter-Korean concert was broadcast live in
both North and South Korea, and popular South Korean pop groups such as Shinhwa and Baby V.0O.X. have
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