US Fears Third Nuclear Test in North Korea
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According to US intelligence sources, there are "fresh indications" that North Korea is preparing another nuclear test and a test-launch of its Taepodong-2 ballistic missile.

The sources, quoted by CNN and Fox Television, added that Pyongyang was also planning to re-start its reactor at Yongbyon to make more weapons-grade plutonium.

 

The reports come as the Security Council prepares a range of economic and military sanctions against North Korea in punishment for its second nuclear bomb test last month.

The resolution, which should come to a vote today, is expected to ban North Korea from importing all except light weapons and calls on all 192 member states to stop, search and if necessary impound the country's cargo vessels if they are suspected of carrying nuclear technology. America believes that Kim Jong-il, North Korea's dictator, may try to sell the technology to make nuclear weapons to the highest bidder and views this threat as the greatest danger posed by the isolated country.

A UN committee monitoring the implementation of sanctions is also expected, with 30 days, to name further North Korean companies or individuals for asset freezes or travel bans. Three such companies were named in April, to North Korea's public fury.

The last time the UN censured North Korea - following its ballistic missile test last April - Mr Kim left the six-party talks on nuclear disarmament, withdrew from the 1953 truce which silenced the guns in the Korea War and then tested an atomic weapon.

As the UN sanctions vote drew near, a statement from America's National Security Council, made clear that the US was prepared for Mr Kim possible retaliation.

"We have come to expect North Korea to act recklessly and dangerously," it said. "But while the world unites to pass a strong new Security Council resolution, it is clear that North Korea's behaviour is succeeding only in further isolating itself."

North Korea has continued to goad America and its allies. Earlier this week, a court in Pyongyang sentenced two US journalists to 12 years hard labour allegedly for straying across North Korea's border with China while on a reporting assignment last March.

The official rhetoric from Pyongyang has grown increasingly shrill. On Monday, an official newspaper repeated that North Korea would consider any new sanctions resolution a "declaration of war". A day later, the country said it would use nuclear weapons in a "merciless offensive" if attacked.

The US has refused to rise to North Korea's belligerent language. President Barack Obama said last week that America would not take military action and called on North Korea to return to the negotiating table.

