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Statement in observance of the 2014 National POW/MIA Recognition Day, September 19, 2014 

 

The Forgotten American POWs and MIAs – A Matter Worthy of Discussion with North Korea 

At the signing of the Korean War Armistice in July of 1953, several thousand Americans were listed as 
missing – either dead or alive in North Korea. 

Since 1953, consecutive U.S. Administrations paid diminishing attention to the fate of those service 
members who were left behind. Even today, South Korea estimates that a few hundred South Koreans - 
military and civilian - continue to be held against their will in North Korea from the time of the Korean 
War. 

The 2011 “Record of Arrangement” agreement between the U.S. Department of Defense and the 
Korean People’s Army of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) emphasized joint activities 
focusing only on the remains of U.S. personnel from the Korean War. Missing from this agreement was a 
commitment to account for American Prisoners of War detained at the end of the War. 

The unresolved status of these American military personnel represents an unfulfilled obligation by 
successive U.S. Administrations on behalf of those considered Prisoners of War or Missing in Action. 

Although the Korean War has been referred to as The Forgotten War, proper honor for those who 
served in that war involves a good-faith effort to achieve the same standards of accountability for those 
left behind that have been applied to the other battlefields on which Americans have served and died. 
What about the promise to not leave any soldier behind? 

Over sixty years after the end of the War, family members of the missing continue to die without 
answers. They and the American public are long overdue for renewed military to military engagement 
with North Korea seeking accountability for every American life. An important step could be, with the 
consent of U.S. officials, if informal discussions were to begin between retired U.S. military officials 
and North Koreans. 
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