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INTRODUCTION 

  
Japan and Korea share a history of exchange and conflict dating back nearly two millennia, and 
Japan’s 1910-1945 period of colonial rule in Korea continues to cast a long shadow over its 
relationships on both halves of the Peninsula. Since the end of World War II and the division of 
Korea, relations between Japan and North Korea have been mostly defined by tension and 
distrust, punctuated by occasional periods of tentative engagement. The ethnic Korean 
community in Japan has played an important role in this relationship, with the pro-North 
Korean organization, Chongryon, acting as an unofficial North Korean embassy in Japan. 
Japan’s current priorities regarding North Korea center around the issue of North Korea’s past 
abductions of Japanese citizens, and concerns over North Korea’s nuclear and missile 
programs. North Korea, which frequently issues strong criticisms of Japanese policies, has 
prioritized in previous rounds of dialogue with Tokyo the normalization of relations between 
the two countries and receiving financial compensation for perceived historical injustices. 
Diplomacy between the two countries has remained stalled in recent years. 
  
Historical Background  

  
After the Russo-Japanese War in 1905, Japan assumed de facto control over Korea, formally 

annexing the Peninsula in 1910. As part of an effort to build an economically self-sufficient 
empire, Japan invested into Korea’s industrialization, establishing most of the heavy industry in 
the northern half of the Peninsula.1 Korea supplied Japan with industrial equipment such as 
steel, tools, machines and chemicals, as well as foodstuffs.2 However, the benefits of this 
increasing economic productivity did not reach the majority of the Korean population.3   
  
Japan implemented harsh and restrictive policies towards the Korean people throughout the 
colonial period, with policies of forcible assimilation hitting a peak as Japan expanded its 
empire during the 1930s and 40s. As Japan waged war throughout Asia and the Pacific, its 
government and military began to recruit Koreans (often coercively) to work at jobs left behind 
by Japanese conscripts, as well as Korean women to serve soldiers at military installations 
across its empire. Tokyo also sought to forcibly assimilate Koreans into Japanese culture by 
assigning Koreans Japanese names, promoting the exclusive use of the Japanese language, and 
banning the teaching of Korea’s language and history.4   
  
The circumstances surrounding Japanese colonial rule prompted various forms of Korean 
resistance, including a major series of protests for independence that began on March 1, 1919. 
Left-wing resistance groups formed during the 1930s among the ethnic Korean communities in 
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Manchuria. One of these guerilla groups was led by Kim Il-sung, who was forced into exile in the 
Soviet Union in 1941 after a series of Japanese counterinsurgency campaigns.5   
  
Immediately after Japan’s defeat in World War II, the United States and the Soviet Union 
divided the Korean Peninsula at the 38th parallel, leading three years later to the establishment 
of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) led by Kim Il-sung in the north and the 
Republic of Korea (ROK) led by Syngman Rhee in the south. War between the two Koreas broke 
out on June 25, 1950, as the North Korean People’s Army invaded the South. The U.S., which led 
the Allied occupation of Japan from 1945 to 1952, used Japan as a major logistical base for its 
intervention in the Korean War; a contingent of Japanese sailors also conducted minesweeping 
operations in the waters around the North Korean coast.6  
  
Chongryon and Japan-DPRK Relations  

  

At the end of World War II, over two million Koreans were living in Japan. The majority 
returned to South Korea after the war; however, 600,000 Koreans remained in Japan.7 These 
“Zainichi Koreans” often experienced systematic discrimination in Japan, losing their Japanese 
nationality and facing barriers to formal employment.8 Those who identified as North Korean 
or sympathized with the DPRK established Chongryon – the General Association of Korean 
Residents in Japan—with the assistance of North Korea in 1955. Chongryon, also known as  
Chosen Soren in Japanese, has functioned as a network and advocacy organization for pro-
DPRK Koreans in Japan, and has served as a portal for trade with North Korea; it has also acted 
as an unofficial North Korean Embassy in Tokyo.9 (A different organization, Mindan, supports 
ethnic Koreans residing in Japan that identify with the Republic of Korea; although most 
Korean residents of Japan supported Chongryon in the 1950s and 60s, the majority of Koreans 
identify with Mindan.)10  
  
Between 1959 and 1984, the Chongryon facilitated the “repatriation” of more than 93,000 Korean 
residents in Japan to North Korea, most of whom were originally from the southern half of the 
Peninsula.11 One of those who were “repatriated” was Ko Yong Hui, the mother of North Korea’s 
current leader Kim Jong Un and his two siblings. Ko was born in Japan and is believed to have 
moved to North Korea in the 1960s.12 
 
Once in North Korea, the “returnees” frequently faced economic hardship, suspicion from 
security agencies, and limited ability to communicate with relatives back in Japan. Several 
thousand migrants were Japanese citizens – these included the Japanese spouses of ethnic 
Koreans, the children of ethnically-mixed unions, and ethnic Koreans who had gone through 
the lengthy process of obtaining citizenship.13 Migration slowed as economic conditions 
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worsened in North Korea, and as news about realities on the ground there filtered back to the 
Korean community in Japan. 
  
Chongryon established a significant presence in Japan by creating an ethnic Korean enclave in 
Japanese society. The organization established and operated its own businesses, banks, schools, 
hospitals, and newspaper.14 Prior to restrictions being imposed in the 2000s, Chongryon 
operated commercial vessels transporting goods between Japan and North Korea with few 
restrictions or inspections, while also remitting earnings from Koreans in Japan to their 
families in North Korea.15 From 1992 until the imposition of sanctions in 2006, a large ferry and 
cargo ship, the Mangyongbong-92, sailed regularly between the Japanese city of Niigata and 
Wonsan, a city on North Korea’s eastern coast.16 Chongryon also established a network of 
pachinko parlors in Japan, which allegedly served as a front for gambling and illicit activities.17  
  
Credit unions associated with Chrongryon, known as chogins, reportedly played a major role in 
raising and sending money to North Korea, making false loans or engaging in other fraudulent 
practices in order to illegally remit funds. In the late 1990s, several of the loosely-regulated 
chogins went into bankruptcy, leading to their consolidation and a multi-billion dollar bailout 
of their depositors by the Japanese government. Japanese authorities subsequently cracked 
down on these financial institutions, putting their activities under greater scrutiny and 
arresting former executives for embezzlement.18    
  
Diplomatic Outreach  

  
During the Cold War era, the intense competition between the two Koreas for domestic and 
international legitimacy shaped Japan’s relations with the Peninsula. Although Japan developed 
informal diplomatic and trade links with North Korea through organizations including the 
Chongryon and the Japan Socialist Party, it established diplomatic relations only with the 
South. Tokyo’s 1965 agreement on normalization of relations with Seoul provided an $800 
million aid package and acknowledgement of the ROK as “the only lawful government in 
Korea.” However, as the South Korean government adopted a policy of Nordpolitick in the late 
1980s – seeking to improve relations with communist countries including North Korea – a door 
opened for Japan to discuss establishing formal ties with the DPRK.19   
  
In 1990, a top Liberal Democratic Party official, Shin Kanemaru, traveled to Pyongyang to begin 
discussions on normalization of relations. Although the government of Japan retracted 
Kanemaru’s initial offer to provide compensation for the division of Korea, this outreach 
continued through eight rounds of subsequent Foreign Ministry talks.20 By 1992, however, this 
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process stalled due to the mounting North Korean nuclear crisis as well as the DPRK’s 
unwillingness to address the abductions of Japanese citizens by North Korean agents.21   
  
Tokyo’s relations with Pyongyang improved somewhat after the U.S. and DPRK signed the  
Agreed Framework on North Korea’s nuclear program in 1994: Japan agreed to help finance the 
Korean Peninsula Energy Development Organization (KEDO) project resulting from the 
agreement, and also donated over 500,000 tons of food to the DPRK for famine relief in 1995-
96.22 Several Japanese women who had moved to North Korea with their spouses as part of the 
Chongryon “repatriation” were also allowed by Pyongyang to return to Japan to visit their 
families during this period.23 However, after North Korea’s launch of a two-stage Taepodong-1 
missile in August 1998, which overflew Japanese territory without prior warning, Japan issued 
sanctions on North Korea and temporarily froze its funding to KEDO.24   
  
Dialogue resumed in 2000, as Japan resumed food aid to North Korea and Pyongyang engaged 
in negotiations with Washington over its missile program. Over three rounds of talks, Japan 
intimated that it would be willing to offer the DPRK an economic assistance package, similar to 
that offered to the ROK in 1965, in lieu of reparations and upon normalization of relations. (The 
package would reportedly have been between $5 and $10 billion). However, disagreement over  
whether to refer to the funds as an ‘economic assistance package’ (Japan) or  
‘reparations/compensation’ (North Korea), as well as continuing disputes over the abduction, 
nuclear, and missile issues, led to an impasse in negotiations.25  
  
Following a two-year hiatus in official talks, Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi met Kim Jong-il 
in Pyongyang in September 2002 in the first meeting of the two countries’ heads of state. These 
talks produced the “Japan-DPRK Pyongyang Declaration,” under which North Korea agreed to 
extend the missile test moratorium that began in 1999, fulfill its commitments regarding its 
nuclear program, and continue to pursue bilateral negotiations toward normalization. In 
return, Koizumi apologized for the Japanese occupation of Korea and reiterated Japan’s 
commitment to provide the North with economic assistance upon the normalization of 
relations. During this summit, in a radical shift from the North’s previous stance, Kim Jong-il 
also acknowledged and apologized for the past abductions of Japanese citizens by North Korean 
agents.26   
  
The Abduction Issue  

  
During the 1970s and 1980s, North Korea performed covert operations to kidnap Japanese 
citizens, conducting these operations for a variety of reasons. Until 2002, however, North 
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Korea adamantly denied any involvement when confronted by Japan about the issue. Japan has 
officially identified 17 cases of abductions of its citizens by North Korean agents. While  
Japanese organizations involved with the issue have estimated that the total number is closer to 
100, the precise figure is unknown.27  
  
In his statement at the 2002 summit with Prime Minister Koizumi, Kim Jong-il reportedly said 
that the issue “is regretful and I want to frankly apologize,” and that those responsible for the 
kidnappings would be “sternly punished.”28 North Korea eventually admitted to the abduction 
of 13 victims, claiming that five were alive and eight had died from various natural causes or 
accidents. However, some of the reported deaths appeared to take place under suspicious 
circumstances, and could not be confirmed.29 In addition, North Korea denied knowledge of 
any other abductees.30   
  
Kim Jong-il’s acknowledgement of the abduction issue stoked public anger in Japan, giving 
prominence to victims’ family members and to organizations calling for the return of the 
abductees. Megumi Yokota, a Japanese girl who had disappeared in 1977 at the age of 13, became 
a public symbol for the abductees’ plight; North Korea’s initial claims that she committed 
suicide in 1993 did not stand up to scrutiny, and her parents have expressed the belief that she 
may still be alive in North Korea.31 Given the public outcry over the abduction issue, resolving it 
became a top political priority for Japanese leaders in their dealings with  
North Korea. Shinzo Abe, a member of Prime Minister Koizumi’s Cabinet and his successor as  
prime minister, gained prominence through his public advocacy for the abductees.32  
  
Shortly after the 2002 summit, North Korea allowed the five acknowledged living victims to 
travel to Japan with the understanding that Japan would send them back to North Korea. In 
order to guarantee this agreement, North Korea barred the victims’ family members from 
traveling with them. However, after the victims’ reunification with their families in Japan, the 
Japanese government refused to return them to North Korea and also demanded repatriation 
for the victims’ families still residing in North Korea.33  
  
In May 2004, Prime Minister Koizumi returned to North Korea in order to negotiate the release 
of the families of the abductees.34 Following this visit, five children of returned abductees were 
allowed to leave North Korea for Japan. (Charles Jenkins, the husband of returned abductee 
Hitomi Soga who had lived in North Korea since his desertion from the U.S. military in 1965, 
was able to arrive in Japan with their two children after the family first reunited in Indonesia 
two months after Koizumi’s visit.)35 In November 2004, North Korea repatriated what it said 
were the remains of Megumi Yokota to Japan; however, subsequent DNA tests raised questions 
in Japan about the true identity of the remains, and about whether North Korea would be 
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willing to settle remaining issues related to the abductions in good faith.36 North Korea, on the 
other hand, subsequently described the abduction issue as “solved” and insisted that Japan take 
steps to normalize relations and provide compensation for the colonial era.37  
  
Japan and the Six-Party Talks  

  
Not long after the first Koizumi-Kim summit was held in 2002, the U.S. accused North Korea of 
clandestinely developing a uranium enrichment program in violation of the Agreed  
Framework. KEDO subsequently halted energy shipments to North Korea. In response, North  
Korea declared the 1994 agreement nullified, withdrew from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, and began to reprocess plutonium.38 Six Party Talks to address the new nuclear crisis, 
involving the U.S., China, Russia, Japan, and the two Koreas, began in August 2003.39 Japan 
sought to address the abduction issue as well as the nuclear issue through these talks, leading at 
times to tensions with other participants.40  
  
The first several years of the talks did not lead to any progress on the abduction issue, or to any 
concrete actions limiting North Korea’s nuclear programs. After the DPRK tested a nuclear 
device on October 9, 2006, Japan imposed sanctions banning all North Korean imports and 
prohibiting the Mangyongbong-92 ferry from entering the country.41 (These unilateral sanctions 
went beyond the scope of those imposed by the United Nations Security Council following the 
nuclear test, or by subsequent Security Council resolutions related to North Korea.)   
  
As the Six Party Talks process began to gain momentum in early 2007, the negotiators 
established a bilateral “Working Group on the Normalization of Japan-DPRK Relations” to 
address the abductions and the issue of Japanese reparations for colonial rule. North Korea 
indicated a willingness to change its previous position that it had fully investigated and settled 
the abduction issue as the two countries held talks under this forum in Vietnam, Mongolia and 
China.42 In talks held in Shengyang, China, in August 2008, North Korea agreed to the terms of 
a “reinvestigation” in exchange for the removal of some Japanese sanctions, including travel to 
and from North Korea. But progress stopped after Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda 
abruptly resigned in September 2008 due to unrelated domestic political matters. North Korea 
said it wanted to postpone the implementation of the agreement until it was certain that Japan 
would follow through on its promises.43 
 
As other Six Party Talks members began delivering heavy fuel oil to North Korea as part of the 
negotiation process, Japan expressed an unwillingness to contribute energy assistance until the 
abduction issue had been satisfactorily resolved.44 In October 2008, as part of an effort to revive 
the now-faltering talks, the U.S. agreed to remove Pyongyang from its list of State Sponsors of 
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Terror; some Japanese officials and family members of abductees strongly opposed the move, 
tying North Korea’s support for terrorism with the abduction issue.45  
  
In 2009, North Korea’s relations with Japan deteriorated significantly. With the Six Party Talks 
having faltered over the terms of a verification agreement, North Korea tested several ballistic 
missiles, including a three-stage Unha-2 space launch vehicle, followed by a second nuclear 
test. The Japanese government responded by extending its existing sanctions and adopting new 
measures, instituting a blanket ban on all exports to the DPRK.46  
  
Japan-DPRK Relations Under Kim Jong Un 

   
Relations between North Korea and Japan remained cold for the first two years after Kim Jong 
Un assumed power in late 2011. Tokyo condemned North Korea’s April 2012 satellite launch, 
timed to commemorate the 100th birthday of Kim Il Sung. In August 2012, the Japanese and 
DPRK Red Cross Societies met in China, nominally to discuss the repatriation of the remains of 
Japanese soldiers and personnel who died in Korea during World War II.47 Japan suspended 
planned follow-up to these talks after a second North Korean satellite launch in December 2012. 
After North Korea’s third nuclear test in February 2013, Japan further expanded its unilateral 
sanctions regime.48 The following month, Japan co-sponsored with the EU a UN Human Rights 
Council resolution that established a Commission of Inquiry to investigate North Korean 
human rights abuses, including a provision requiring the Commission to look into North 
Korea’s abductions of foreign nationals.49  
  
Even with tensions high, however, periodic back-channel diplomacy between Tokyo and  
Pyongyang took place, with Isao Iijima – a top advisor to Japanese Prime Minister  
Shinzo Abe – meeting secretively with North Koreans in Pyongyang and China in May and 
October 2013.50 In March 2014, Japan-DPRK Red Cross talks on the repatriation of war remains 
resumed in China. Shortly after that round of talks, the parents of Megumi Yokota met with 
Megumi’s daughter, Kim Eun-gyong, in Ulan Bator, Mongolia.51  
  
In May, Japan and North Korea resumed formal diplomatic talks in Stockholm, Sweden, with a 
follow-up meeting held in Beijing two months later.52 Shortly after the second meeting, 
Pyongyang announced that it would reopen its investigations into the abductions cases and that 
it has created a special committee to do so, while Tokyo loosened sanctions by lifting some 
travel bans, relaxing restrictions on remittances, and allowing port calls by North Korean ships 
for “humanitarian” purposes.53 Prime Minister Abe, who had focused heavily on the abduction 
issue earlier in his career, said that he would aim for a “complete resolution” of the abduction 
issue.54  
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But Japanese officials saw little progress in North Korea’s “reinvestigation” of the abduction 
issue, with an October 2014 Japanese Foreign Ministry delegation to Pyongyang achieving no 
new breakthroughs. Amidst this stalled process, Japan co-sponsored a UN General Assembly 
resolution condemning North Korea’s violations of human rights, which included language 
specifically about the abduction issue and encouraged the UN Security Council to consider 
referring North Korea to the International Criminal Court.55 In response to the resolution, 
North Korea’s National Defence Commission stated that if Japan “continues behaving as now, it 
will disappear from the world map for good, not just remaining a near yet distant country.”56  
  
In February 2016, North Korea announced that it was halting the investigations and dissolving 
the special investigation committee. This was in retaliation for Japan’s expansion of its 
sanctions against North Korea for conducting a long-range rocket launch and a nuclear test 
earlier that year, both in violation of U.N. Security Council resolutions.57 
 
North Korea’s acceleration of its nuclear and missile tests under Kim Jong Un continued to be a 
major concern for Japan. The Kim Jong Un regime conducted four nuclear tests and dozens of 
missile tests in the first six years of taking power. (The country has conducted over 140 missile 
tests as of July 2022).58 When two intermediate range ballistic missiles flew over Japan in August 
and September 2017, the Japanese government alerted residents in some areas of the country to 
take precautions, using the country’s emergency broadcast system.59 
 
Against this background, Japan supported U.S. President Donald Trump’s “maximum pressure” 
campaign against North Korea, which aimed to force the country to give up its nuclear weapons 
through sanctions and military threats. But when tensions between North Korea and the United 
gave way to a flurry of diplomacy with North Korea in 2018, Japan was largely left out. While 
North Korea held summit talks with the United States, South Korea, China and Russia, no such 
meeting was held between Japan and North Korea.  
 
While the connections between North Korea and Chongryon continue, the organization has 
become a diminished force in recent years due to restrictions on contact and trade with North 
Korea, financial difficulties, and declining support among Zainichi Koreans. Chongryon’s 
membership has declined to about 70,000 as of 201660 from  the organization’s peak of about 
150,000.61 By 2009, Chongryon had closed most of its credit unions and two-thirds of its 
schools, despite reported subsidies to these schools from the government of North Korea.62 By 
June, 2012, a Japanese court ordered Chongryon to auction off its headquarters building in 
Tokyo in order to pay its outstanding debts; Chongryon lost ownership of its headquarters in 
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2015, although it has continued to lease space in the building.63 In March 2015, Japanese police 
raided the home of Chrongryon chairman Ho Jong Man on suspicion of illegally importing 
North Korean mushrooms into Japan, and later arrested four people, including Ho’s son, in 
connection with the probe.64  
 
Diplomacy between Japan and North Korea remains stalled as of July 2022.  Japan and North 
Korea have made no progress over the abduction issue since North Korea halted investigations 
in 2016, and North Korea is continuing its missile tests to improve its weapons arsenal. High-
level contact between the two countries in recent years has been limited to a conversation 
between Japanese Prime Minister Abe and Kim Yong Nam, the president of the North Korean 
Supreme People’s Assembly, in February 2018, at the reception of the opening ceremony of the 
Pyeongchange Olympic Winter Games hosted by South Korean President Moon Jae-in. 
Japanese officials say Japan’s concerns about North Korea have been conveyed through third 
parties, most notably by Trump, who raised the abduction issue with Kim Jong Un in their 
summit meetings in June 2018 and February 2019.65 
 
Prospects for diplomacy remain uncertain over the short-term. North Korea closed off its 
borders after the discovery of COVID-19 cases in China in early 2020 and has maintained its 
isolation after an outbreak of the disease in the country in early 2022. Meanwhile, the kins of 
the Japanese abductees are advancing in age, and the campaign has lost some prominent 
members. Shigeru Yokota, the father of abductee Megumi Yokota and a long-term head of a 
group representing the abductees, died in 2020.66  This was followed by the death in 2021 of 
Shigeo Iizuka, a brother of another abductee who took over the group’s leadership from 
Yokota.67 
 

 
1 Myung Soo Cha, “The Economic History of Korea,” in Robert Whaples, ed., EH.Net 

Encyclopedia, March 16, 2008. http://eh.net/encyclopedia/the-economic-history-of-korea/   
2 Bruce Cumings, “Japanese Colonialism in Korea: A Comparative Perspective,” Stanford University 
Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Research Center, October 1997. 
http://aparc.fsi.stanford.edu/publications/japanese_colonialism_in_korea_a_comparative_perspective  
3 By 1944, Korean rice consumption had dropped by 35%, despite a 38% increase in production. 
Concurrently, exports of Korean rice to Japan saw an 800% increase. See Lee, Chang-hee, “Law and 
Development: Korean Contemporary History in Retrospect,” University of Wisconsin. 
www.law.wisc.edu/gls/documents/changheelee_paper.doc 
4 Mark Caprio, Japanese Assimilation Policies in Colonial Korea, 1910-1945 (University of Washington 
Press, 2009).  
5 Bruce Cumings, Korea’s Place in the Sun (W.W. Norton & Co., 1997), pp. 160-161.  
6 Bruce Cumings, North Korea: Another Country (The New Press, 2003), p. 116.  
7 Dewayne J. Creamer, “The Rise and Fall of Chosen Soren: Its Effect on Japan's Relations on the 
Korean Peninsula,” Dissertation, Naval Postgraduate School, 2003. 
http://calhoun.nps.edu/handle/10945/6216 

http://eh.net/encyclopedia/the-economic-history-of-korea/
http://eh.net/encyclopedia/the-economic-history-of-korea/
http://eh.net/encyclopedia/the-economic-history-of-korea/
http://eh.net/encyclopedia/the-economic-history-of-korea/
http://eh.net/encyclopedia/the-economic-history-of-korea/
http://eh.net/encyclopedia/the-economic-history-of-korea/
http://eh.net/encyclopedia/the-economic-history-of-korea/
http://eh.net/encyclopedia/the-economic-history-of-korea/
http://eh.net/encyclopedia/the-economic-history-of-korea/
http://eh.net/encyclopedia/the-economic-history-of-korea/


10  

  

 
8 Rennie Moon, “Koreans in Japan,” Stanford Program on International and Cross-Cultural Education, Fall 
2010. http://spice.fsi.stanford.edu/sites/default/files/Koreans_inJapan.pdf 
9 "General Association of Korean Residents in Japan (Chosen Soren)," Global Security.org. 
http://www.globalsecurity.org/intell/world/dprk/chosen_soren.htm  
10 Creamer, “Rise and Fall of Chosen Soren,” op. cit.  
11 Tessa Morris-Suzuki, Exodus to North Korea: Shadows from Japan's Cold War (Rowman & Littlefield 
Publishers, 2007).  
12 “Ko Yong Hui,” North Korea Leadership Watch, https://nkleadershipwatch.wordpress.com/kim-
family/ko-yong-hui/ 
13 Tessa Morris-Suzuki, “The Forgotten Japanese in North Korea: Beyond the Politics of Abduction,” The 
Asia Pacific Journal: Japan Focus, October 26, 2009. http://japanfocus.org/-Tessa-
Morris_Suzuki/3241/article.html 
14 John Feffer, Matsubara Hiroshi, and Tokita Mayuko, “Japan’s Korean Residents Caught in the Japan-
North Korea Crossfire,” The Asia-Pacific Journal: Japan Focus. http://www.japanfocus.org/site/view/2327 
15 Yoshi Yamamoto, Taken! North Korea's Criminal Abduction of Citizens of Other Countries (Committee 
for Human Rights in North Korea, May 2011.) http://www.hrnk.org/uploads/pdfs/Taken_LQ.pdf 
16 Eric Talmadge, “North Korean Ship Symbolizes Hopes for Japan Ties,” Associated Press, July 3, 2014. 
http://bigstory.ap.org/article/north-korean-ship-symbolizes-hopes-japan-ties  
17 Nicholas Eberstadt, "Pachinko Woes in North Korea," The Wall Street Journal, May 1996 
http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB830996701250183500  
18 Creamer, “Rise and Fall of Chosen Soren” Op. Cit.  
19 Rust Deming, “The Politics of North Korea in Japan,” Stanford University, May 9, 2008. 
http://aparc.fsi.stanford.edu/korea/multimedia/politics-north-korea-japan 
20 David Fouse, “Japan’s Post-Cold War Korea Policy: Hedging Toward Autonomy?” Asian Affairs, Vol. 
31, No. 2 (Summer 2004), pp. 102-120.  
21 “Abduction of Japanese Citizens by North Korea,” Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan, 
2011. http://www.mofa.go.jp/region/asia-paci/n_korea/abduction/pdfs/abductions_en.pdf  
22 Fouse, “Hedging Toward Autonomy?” Op. Cit.; WFP Interfais Database.  
23 Nicholas Kristof, “After Isolation in North Korea, Japanese Wives Visit Homes,” New York 
Times, November 9, 1997. http://www.nytimes.com/1997/11/09/world/after-isolation-in-north-
korea-japanese-wives-visit-homes.html 
24 “Chronology of U.S.-North Korea Nuclear and Missile Diplomacy,” Arms Control Association. 
http://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/dprkchron 
25 Mark E. Manyin, “North Korea-Japan Relations: The Normalization Talks and the Compensation/ 
Reparations Issue,” Congressional Research Service, June 13, 2001. 
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/library/report/crs/RS20526.pdf 
26 Mark E. Manyin, “North Korea-Japan Relations: Selected Issues,” Congressional Research Service, 
November 26, 2003. http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/crs/rl32161.pdf  
27 Yamamoto, “Taken!” op. cit.  
28 “N Korea Confesses to Kidnappings,” BBC News, September 17, 2002. http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-
pacific/2262074.stm  
29 “Abduction of Japanese Citizens,” Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan, op. cit.  
30 "North Korea Briefs Japan on Its Questioning of Suspected Abductors," The Japan Times, February 16, 
2015. http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2015/02/16/national/politics-diplomacy/shanghai-n-korea-briefed-
japan-grilling-suspected-abductors/#.VP2nqHzF91Y  
31 "Megumi Yokota Still Alive: N Korean Defector." Japan Today, October 10, 2011 
http://www.japantoday.com/category/national/view/megumi-yokota-still-alive-n-korean-defector 
32 Emma Chanlett-Avery, “North Korea’s Abduction of Japanese Citizens and the Six-Party Talks," 
Congressional Research Service, March 19, 2008. https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RS22845.pdf  
33 Manyin, “North Korea-Japan Relations,” op. cit.  
34 Wada Haruki, "Kim Jong-Il and the Normalization of Japan-North Korea Relations." Japan Focus: The 
Asia Pacific Journal, February 27, 2012. http://www.japanfocus.org/-Wada-Haruki/3699 
35 Charles Robert Jenkins and Jim Frederick, The Reluctant Communist: My Desertion, Court-Martial, and 
Forty-Year Imprisonment in North Korea (University of California Press, 2009).  
36 An article in the science journal Nature raised the possibility that the remains were contaminated, 
making the DNA tests inconclusive and casting uncertainty on the Japanese government’s claim. See 

http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2015/02/16/national/politics-diplomacy/shanghai-n-korea-briefed-japan-grilling-suspected-abductors/#.VP2nqHzF91Y
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2015/02/16/national/politics-diplomacy/shanghai-n-korea-briefed-japan-grilling-suspected-abductors/#.VP2nqHzF91Y


11  

  

 
“Editorial: Politics versus Reality,” Nature, Vol. 434, No. 257 (March 17, 2005). 
http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v434/n7031/full/434257a.html 
37 “DPRK FM Spokesman Exposes Japan’s Moves to Internationalize ‘Abduction Issue’,” Korean Central 
News Agency, June 13, 2006. https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/RL31696.pdf 
38 “Chronology of U.S.-North Korean Nuclear and Missile Diplomacy,” op. cit.  
39 Dianne Rennack, “North Korea: Economic Sanctions,” Congressional Research Service, October 17, 
2006.  
40 Victor D. Cha The Impossible State: North Korea, Past and Future (Ecco, 2013).  
41 David C. Kang, and Ji-Young Lee, "Abe's Ascension,” Comparative Connections: a Triannual E-Journal 
on East Asian Bilateral Relations,” January 2007. 
http://csis.org/files/media/csis/pubs/0604qjapan_korea.pdf 
42 Anthony DiFilippo, “Still at Odds: The Japanese Abduction Issue and North Korea’s Circumvention,” 
UNISCI Discussion Paper, May 2013. http://revistas.ucm.es/index.php/UNIS/article/viewFile/44794/42212 
43 "Talks between Japan and North Korea on the Abductions Issue,” Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Japan, August 6, 2021, https://www.mofa.go.jp/a_o/na/kp/page1we_000069.html 
44 Mark E. Manyin and Mary Beth Nikitin, “Foreign Assistance to North Korea,” Congressional Research 
Service, April 2, 2014. https://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/row/R40095.pdf 
45 Blaine Harden, “U.S. Move on N. Korea Assailed in Japan,” Washington Post, October 13, 2008. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/12/AR2008101200889.html  
46 “Abduction of Japanese Citizens,” Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Government of Japan, op. cit.  
47 “Japan Mission Leaves for Talks with N. Korea,” Agence France Presse, March 3, 2014. 
http://www.arabnews.com/news/533851 
48 “Measures Taken by Japan against North Korea (Announcement by Chief Cabinet Secretary),” Prime 
Minister of Japan and His Cabinet, April 5, 2013. 
http://japan.kantei.go.jp/96_abe/decisions/2013/0405tyoukanhappyou_e.html  
49 David Hawk, “A United Nations Commission of Inquiry for North Korea,” 38 North, April 1, 2013. 
http://38north.org/2013/04/dhawk040113/  
50 Dennis Halpin, “Abe Plays the North Korea Card,” U.S.-Korea Institute at SAIS Policy Brief, 
April 10, 2014. http://uskoreainstitute.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/2014-0410-Halpin-Abe-
North-Korea.pdf 
51 "Japan, North Korea to Restart Dialogue Soon," The Japan Times, March 20, 2014. 
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/03/20/national/politics-diplomacy/japan-north-korea-to-restart-
dialogue-soon/#.VPXLb3zF91Y  
52 David Kang, and Jiun Bang, "Japan-Korea Relations: The Best of Times, the Worst of Times," 
Comparative Connections: A Triannual E-Journal on East Asian Bilateral Relations, September 2014. 
http://csis.org/files/publication/1402qjapan_korea.pdf  
53 "KCNA on Organization of "Special Investigation Committee"," Korean Central News Agency, July 4, 
2014. http://www.kcna.co.jp/item/2014/201407/news04/20140704-10ee.html  
54 Yoko Wakatsuki and Jethro Mullen, “Japan Eases Sanctions on North Korea after Talks on 
Abductions,” CNN, July 4, 2014. http://www.cnn.com/2014/07/04/world/asia/japan-north-korea-sanctions/ 
55 David Kang and Jiun Bang, "Japan-Korea Relations: How (Juicy) Tabloid News Subsumed Relations," 
Comparative Connections: A Triannual E-Journal on East Asian Bilateral Relations, January 2015. 
http://csis.org/files/publication/1403qjapan_korea.pdf  
56 “KPA and People Will Not to Tolerate "Human Rights" Racket of U.S. and Its Allies: NDC of DPRK” 
Korean Central News Agency, November 23, 2014. 
http://www.kcna.co.jp/item/2014/201411/news23/20141123-02ee.html]  
57 “In Response to Sanctions, North Korea Disbands Committee on Abduction of Japanese,” The 
Japan Times, February 13, 2016, 
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/02/13/national/politics-diplomacy/north-korea-disbands-
committee-on-japan-abduction-issue-in-response-to-sanctions/ 
58 North Korea Military Power: A Growing Regional and Global Threat, Defense Intelligence Agency, 
2021, https://www.dia.mil/Portals/110/Documents/News/North_Korea_Military_Power.pdf and The CNS 
North Korea Missile Test Database, Nuclear Threat Initiative, Updated on June 5, 2022, 
https://www.nti.org/analysis/articles/cns-north-korea-missile-test-database/   

https://www.mofa.go.jp/a_o/na/kp/page1we_000069.html
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/03/20/national/politics-diplomacy/japan-north-korea-to-restart-dialogue-soon/#.VPXLb3zF91Y
http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2014/03/20/national/politics-diplomacy/japan-north-korea-to-restart-dialogue-soon/#.VPXLb3zF91Y
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/02/13/national/politics-diplomacy/north-korea-disbands-committee-on-japan-abduction-issue-in-response-to-sanctions/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2016/02/13/national/politics-diplomacy/north-korea-disbands-committee-on-japan-abduction-issue-in-response-to-sanctions/


12  

  

 
59 Jesse Johnson and Reiji Yoshida, “North Korea Responds to Latest U.N. Sanctions with 
Second Missile Over Japan,” The Japan Times, September 15, 2017 
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2017/09/15/national/north-korea-launches-missile-hokkaido/ 
60 Yaechan Lee, “Japan’s North Korean Diaspora,” The Diplomat, January 5, 2018, 
https://thediplomat.com/2018/01/japans-north-korean-diaspora/ 
61 "Chongryon: The Japanese 'North Koreans'." Tracking Pyongyang, 2012.  
http://trackingpyongyang.tumblr.com/post/18985876537/chongryon-the-japanese-north-koreans 
62 Kim Yong Hun, "Debts, Mergers, Collapses and Foreclosures," Daily NK, November 23, 2009.  
http://www.dailynk.com/english/read.php?cataId=nk00400&num=5681 
63 "Chongryon Building Remains under North Korean Control," The Japan Times, February 11, 
2015. http://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2015/02/11/national/chongryon-building-remains-under-
north-korean-control/ 
64 “Son of Chongryon Chief Indicted Over Mushroom Imports,” Japan Times, June 2, 2015.  
65 "Talks between Japan and North Korea on the Abductions Issue,” Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Japan, August 6, 2021, https://www.mofa.go.jp/a_o/na/kp/page1we_000069.html 
66 Ben Dooley, “Shigeru Yokota, 87, Dies; Fought for Return of Abducted Daughter,” New York 
Times, June 7, 2020, https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/07/world/asia/shigeru-yokota-dead.html 
67 “Former Head of Japan’s North Korea Abductee Kin Group Dies at 83,” The Japan Times, 
December 18, 2021, https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/12/18/national/shigeo-iizuka-north-
korea/ 

https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2017/09/15/national/north-korea-launches-missile-hokkaido/
https://thediplomat.com/2018/01/japans-north-korean-diaspora/
https://www.mofa.go.jp/a_o/na/kp/page1we_000069.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/07/world/asia/shigeru-yokota-dead.html
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/12/18/national/shigeo-iizuka-north-korea/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/news/2021/12/18/national/shigeo-iizuka-north-korea/

